[image: image1.jpg]Text of Cover Letter:

Autism survey of CT teachers

Dear Connecticut teacher,

I am an undergraduate student at Saint Joseph College
studying Special Education. I am completing an independent
research study on Autism. I am writing to request that you
participate in this online survey. The study will gather
information about how prepared general education teachers
feel to include students with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD)
in their classrooms. Your participation is completely
voluntary and should take only a few minutes of your time.

By completing this survey, you are consenting to participate.
Please do not include any identifying information in your

responses. Confidentiality will be assured to the extent
possible by the technology used. Be assured that no attempts
will be made to identify participants. Responses will not be
linked to names or email addresses. You should be aware that
the Saint Joseph College Institutional Review Board may

inspect study records as part of its mission to protect the
safety of research participants.

Here is a link to the survey:
http://www.surveymonke .com/s.aspx

If you have any additional questions related to this study,
please contact my research advisor, Dr. - at

If you have questions
concerning your rights as a research participant, please
contact Dr. o at

Thank you in advance for sharing your experiences about this
important and timely topic. We know how busy you are and
appreciate your taking the time to complete this survey.

Sincerely,

http://www.surveymonkey.com/optout.aspx
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1. Demographnc mformatlon

1. What grade level do you teach?

Elementary School

Middle School

High School

2. How many years have you taught in your current position?

(O more than 7 years

3. How many years have you been a teacher?

O Less than one year

O More than 20 years

4. During the past school year, how many students with Autism Spectrum Disorders
(ASD) have been assigned to your classroom?

Pace 1
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2. Experiences with students with Autism Spectrum Disorders

Definition of Autism Spectrum Disorder: According to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) an Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is "... a developmental disability significantly affecting verbal and nonverbal communication
and social interaction, generally evident before age 3, that adversely affects a child's educational performance."
Included under the umbrella of ASD are Childhood Disintegrative Disorder, Rhett's Disorder, Autistic Disorder,
Pervasive Developmental Disorder--Not Otherwise Specified, and Asperger's Disorder.

Please answer the following questions about your experiences during the current (2007-2008) school year. If you
have more than one student with ASD, please select one student about whom you will answer the survey questions.

5. Were you informed ahead of time that a student with ASD would be assigned to
your classroom?

O Yes

6. If you answered “yes” to question 5, at what point were you informed that you
would be assigned a student with ASD?

The previous school year

The summer

The first week of school

1 was never informed

7. Did you have access to the Individualized Education Program (IEP) plan for your
student with ASD?

O
O ves, 1 had full access

O Yes, but I only had partial access

1f you had access to only part of the IEP, please indicate which part

[ ]

8. Have your feelings about teaching students with ASD changed since having a
student with ASD assigned to your classroom?

O
O Yes, I am MORE POSITIVE about teaching students with ASD

O Yes, I am MORE NEGATIVE about teaching students with ASD

O Not sure
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9. On average, how often do you communicate with the following in relation to your
student with ASD?

Daily Weekly Monthly Never

Parents O o O O
Special Educator O O O O
Related Services Providers O O O O
Administrator O O O O

10. Do you feel that your student with ASD is in the most appropriate placement?
Why or why not?

| F

11. What is your greatest challenge in teaching your student with ASD?

| 3
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12. Please indicate what training you have received specific to teaching students
with ASD.

length of training

Characteristics of ASD

Instructional strategies

Implementing the IEP

Behavioral supports

Social skills training

Communication

Assistive technology e E‘

Other (please comment on any additional training you have received in teaching students with ASD)

Lo E

13. Do you feel you need more training or support to better meet the needs of
students with ASD?

O ves

14. If you answered "yes" to Question 13, please indicate areas of further training
needed:

Implementing the IEP

Social skills training

Characteristics of ASD

Assistive technology

Communication

Behavioral supports

Instructional strategies

Other (please specify)

[ 1
15. How prepared do you feel to teach students with ASD?

O Not at all prepared

O somewhat prepared

QO rrepared
O well prepared





