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School Choice and the Dilemma of Education Quality: Research on the Choice of Hong Kong Kindergarten Parents


Appendix 1.
Ratings Given by All K1 Parents to the School Attributes Underlying Their School Choice
	Which aspects of the kindergarten (or child care center) did you consider when you were choosing a school for your children?

(1 = Absolutely NO; 2 = NO; 3 = YES; 4 = Definitely YES; NA = No answer)

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	NA
	Mean
	SD
	t value
	df
	p value

	Teaching methods and strategies
	0%
	2%
	31%
	64%
	2%
	3.64
	0.54
	35.511
	278
	.000

	School facilities
	0%
	0%
	37%
	60%
	2%
	3.61
	0.52
	35.646
	278
	.000

	Outdoor playground and facilities
	0%
	1%
	37%
	60%
	2%
	3.60
	0.53
	34.723
	277
	.000

	Program offerings
	0%
	1%
	39%
	58%
	2%
	3.57
	0.54
	33.245
	277
	.000

	Primary school allocation for KG graduates
	0%
	5%
	38%
	53%
	4%
	3.49
	0.62
	26.485
	274
	.000

	School capacity
	0%
	3%
	44%
	49%
	4%
	3.48
	0.58
	28.141
	273
	.000

	Professional qualification of teaching staff
	1%
	4%
	41%
	50%
	4%
	3.47
	0.61
	26.496
	272
	.000

	Choices of extra-curricular activities
	0%
	3%
	46%
	46%
	5%
	3.44
	0.57
	27.165
	271
	.000

	Link with parents
	0%
	4%
	49%
	44%
	3%
	3.41
	0.59
	25.799
	277
	.000

	No. of classes
	1%
	4%
	47%
	43%
	5%
	3.39
	0.62
	23.879
	270
	.000

	School mission and vision
	1%
	3%
	54%
	40%
	3%
	3.37
	0.57
	25.210
	275
	.000

	No. of teaching staff
	1%
	4%
	52%
	39%
	5%
	3.35
	0.60
	23.585
	270
	.000

	School fee
	1%
	4%
	52%
	38%
	6%
	3.35
	0.60
	23.280
	267
	.000

	Quality review: result and report
	0%
	8%
	48%
	37%
	6%
	3.30
	0.64
	20.258
	266
	.000

	Academic achievement of other children in the school
	2%
	8%
	48%
	37%
	4%
	3.27
	0.70
	18.004
	273
	.000

	Network with other kindergartens and primary schools
	1%
	13%
	47%
	34%
	5%
	3.21
	0.70
	16.610
	270
	.000

	School organization and the management team
	0%
	8%
	60%
	26%
	5%
	3.18
	0.59
	18.894
	269
	.000

	Additional charges for extra-curricular activities
	1%
	12%
	54%
	27%
	6%
	3.14
	0.67
	15.808
	268
	.000

	KGs’ self-evaluation report
	1%
	14%
	53%
	26%
	6%
	3.11
	0.68
	14.619
	267
	.000

	Background of the KG service provider
	1%
	14%
	64%
	21%
	5%
	3.10
	0.59
	16.831
	269
	.000

	School financial information
	4%
	38%
	43%
	7%
	6%
	2.58
	0.68
	1.903
	259
	.058

	Members of the school board
	7%
	51%
	34%
	1%
	8%
	2.32
	0.62
	–4.774
	261
	.000

	Records of school board meetings and decisions
	9%
	51%
	29%
	3%
	8%
	2.28
	0.67
	–5.418
	260
	.000

	Monthly salary range of principal and teaching staff
	13%
	45%
	28%
	4%
	10%
	2.25
	0.76
	–5.327
	256
	.000


Note: Midpoint = 2.5.
